JMU Vs LU – II
A mere 271 days had passed since Chris McQuiggin nailed the last double resulting in JMU taking a highly unlikely win, not over their LU opponents, but in their own backyard to. Once that double had sunk in, it sent the JMU barmy army into ecstasy. JMU had come, played some darts and conquered.
In the pre match build up, nervous were on tenter hook, with JMU captain Chris having numerous debated over a line-up, he had lost some faces, but also gained some good players, one including former LU player, Stu. LU however, had a lil chance to see some of these faces when Will partook in the JMU doubles tourney. LU faces were also seen amongst the crowd during the infamous Pie Man exhibition. Whilst Quig had a chance to see some new LU boys, when playing the LU Circuit.

There was a new venue for the re-birth of the varsity match, that being JMU’s home the sanctuary, thou many felt the Cooler would have been a great venue. Never the less, it was game on. JMU emotions were high after hearing news that highly regarded member Chris Smith would be leaving to work on London in the new year. This only helped bring the team together, along with the newly produced team shirts, JMU felt as one.

The LU boys walked into town, with some old and new faces, notably missing the great punisher and Mr consistent Tibbers. The mood was tense as both teams seized each other up on the oche, Peach was wondering if his shirt would be having any effect on the LU with this roll of honour on his back.

It was time for game on and a new addition of a trebles game was added to the mix along with the 3 doubles and 9 singles, this meant there would be an outright winner at the end

(JMU players first)

Trebles featured Quig, Peach and Boddy Vs James, Richard and Mike. This on paper, seemed a very evenly match up, however, it was JMU that stormed ahead with some highly consistent scoring, with the game being played from 1001 it was gonna be a humdinger, JMU looked like they would be drawing first blood when they raced to the double. Peach stepped up to the oche needing 36, with LU still over 200, Peach’s doubles were appalling and JMU ended up on 6, whilst LU kept to their own game and got their score down, after Peach once again, missed darts at the double, James took out the win, this was a very big moment that left a sour note in camp JMU.

Next were the doubles, contested over 701, best of 3

The first game same Downsy and Phil Vs Billzy and Will, yet again, on paper quite an even game. JMU got the ball rolling taking out the first leg to help erase the treble’s guilt. But then LU pegged the JMU league 2 leaders back to take the victory 2-0. This wasn’t how JMU envisioned the night going!
Next up was Abdy and Glenn Vs Grae and Chris in where the LU tandem used their experience to out muscle their foes and take a deserved 2-0 win. With the scores now at 3-0 JMU were said to be shitting themselves to say the least.
The last of the doubles saw two of JMU’s stronger players step up to the oche Jon and Stu Vs Owen and Ryan. This was a first as Stu was facing his old team, the scandals!! For a change, JMU took it big time and were able to score a 2-0 to help force their way back into the game and get the overall score to 1-3
A short beer break was in order and JMU needed it oh so much, now it was a case of trying to outwit the opposition in creating singles matchups
The first was a cracker matchup when the opponents were announced Jon Vs James. This was a vital game and a result for either team would prove wonders. The match was back and forth and in the end it came down to the doubles, James will rue his chances and Jon was able to clinch the game 2-1 and bring JMU within one!!
Next up saw the JMU leaving Chris Smith take on LU president Grae. Chris Vs Grae - The match was another vital one as it was between two decent players. Chris Smith sent the JMU barmy army wild when he took the first leg…. Were JMU about to pull even, not if Grae had a say, he did, he reeled of the next leg and left himself on a double in the 3rd leg, Chris stepped up to the oche with a potential dart at a double, but a slack dart halted this. Then on the next throw Grae to the game to give LU that two game cushion
Next was Downsy Vs Mike, many JMU folk thought the game had already been won, but mike played his game and rallied down and only needed one dart at the double in the first leg! Downsy knew he had a game on, but couldn’t click into gear and when Mike took the next leg, LU went nuts, they mobbed the poor lad, but they didn’t care, this was their biggest point of the night, they were in the driving seat more then ever now at 2-5

Captain Quig called an emergency team talk, baiting that the next point was vital, he continually bugged peach and Stu who wants to play, both men had no fear, so rock, paper and scissors saw Stu play the next game Vs his old captain Rich ! Stu Vs Rich was a fast paced game, no longer did Rich have the pressures of being captain/president and uni on his mind, he was here to play, that was evident with the tidy 70 checkout in the first leg. The next leg followed suit and LU were on the hill, one more for victory
JMU decided it was now or never and their guys had a chance versus any of theirs. Westy Vs Ryan proved to be a close match, but Westy, with his experience of varsity play was able to get the win and keep JMU in it
JMU knew who they were playing this time, it was up to LU …. Peach Vs Chris was a match with pressure on both, Chris to give the win, but Peach to keep JMU alive! Peach started of in frantic pace being consistent around the T20 and should have taken the first leg out in 18 darts, however he composed himself and cleaned of the leg before Chris had a chance at his outshot. The next leg both men trade blows all the way down to the oche, and after peach had missed clean darts to take the win, Chris stepped up with 40 left, Peach couldn’t watch…. He waited, he heard nothing but cheers from the JMU, he took a breath, walked up and nailed the D10 to get the win, a great match by both players … JMU were still in it at 4-6

The next match was JMU’s first singles champ Phil Vs Owen. The game was to close for JMU’s liking they were expecting Phil to murder the poor lad, but Owen held his own and the game was soon at 1-1. JMU were feeling confident that if the result went their way, they could go on to win it in dramatic fashion. But Owen wouldn’t let that happen, after taking out 80 with Tops – Tops, the LU boys went berserk, Phil was struck numb, the JMU boys were gutted, their were rumours Quig was contemplating taking an overdose too. 
With the score now at 4-7, JMU could only make the score line a close one and the resuming games were played out Andy Vs Billzy was a great match, but lacked the excitement due to the mood in the house. Andy played a steady game and was able to claw a point back for JMU. Next was Quig Vs Will. If it had come to this, it would have been immense, that was not to be, and with the result buried the game had no meaning, except for pride. Will overpowered a distraught JMU captain 2-0 before the trophy presentation took place and the boys went on to enjoy a fair few beers late into the night

Final score

JMU 5 – 8 LU

MOTM – JMU: Jon – he got JMU of the board and won a tough singles game

                LU: Mike – Won both his games including a great singles result!!
